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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

STATEMENT OF 
THE ALLIANCE FOR DOWNTOWN NEW YORK ON 
130 LIBERTY STREET DECONSTRUCTION
Business Improvement District Is Encouraged by Selection of LVI Services, Inc., says President Elizabeth H. Berger; Urges Deconstruction Work to Begin on 130 Liberty Street and Fiterman Hall As Soon As Possible
New York, January 23, 2008 — 

On behalf of the Lower Manhattan business community, thanks to Governor Spitzer, Mayor Bloomberg, Assembly Speaker Silver, Lower Manhattan Development Corporation Chairman Avi Schick, Lower Manhattan Development Corporation President David Emil, City Council Speaker Quinn, Councilman Allan Gerson and Community Board 1 for their ongoing commitment to addressing issues related to the economic health and the safety of our district, and to Lower Manhattan’s remarkable revitalization.

The Alliance for Downtown New York and the Lower Manhattan business community are encouraged to learn that the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation selected LVI Services, Inc. to clean and deconstruct the office building at 130 Liberty Street and that work is scheduled to resume soon. 
The continued existence of this building --  long abandoned, boarded up, shrouded in black, and now, unfortunately, the site of the tragic deaths of 2 firefighters – casts a pall over Lower Manhattan, both physically and symbolically. This building is a symbol of what was, not what is, and must be removed without further delay.
The sooner the building is taken down, the sooner JP Morgan Chase can begin building its new office tower and trading floors on the site, the sooner the Freedom Tower, Towers 2, 3 and 4, the 9/11 Memorial and the 9/11 Memorial Museum can be completed and this scar on our community can heal.
We urge the environmental regulators to move swiftly to issue the necessary approvals to the LMDC so that the abatement and deconstruction of 130 Liberty Street can resume.
-- More --
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Our constituents in Lower Manhattan want 130 Liberty Street to be deconstructed as quickly as possible, but safely, and with as little noise, dust and vehicular congestion as possible.

These same standards of timeliness, safety and minimal impact should also apply to the deconstruction of Fiterman Hall, that other remaining casualty of 9/11 directly across the World Trade Center site from 130 Liberty Street.
The safe and efficient progress of the more than 60 construction projects now underway in Lower Manhattan is essential to Lower Manhattan’s future. Lower Manhattan is a world-class central business district that is developing into a state-of-the-art, 21st century live/work community that is a model for urban centers around the world.  The deconstruction of these buildings is a critical step in Lower Manhattan’s recovery that will require great vigilance and perseverance to accomplish, but must be completed as soon as possible.
We owe it to those who have perished and we owe it to future generations to get on with the job of "taking down that building".  We need a new sense of urgency and a unity of purpose among all levels of government, and we need the full cooperation of the community, labor, elected officials and the private sector to join together in a mission to make this happen now.  

New Yorkers are famous for always rising to the occasion when faced with difficult challenges.  Let us honor this tradition by deconstructing the building at 130 Liberty Street and beginning construction on the new JP Morgan Chase headquarters as quickly as possible.
-- ### --
The mission of the Alliance for Downtown New York is to be the principal organization that provides Lower Manhattan's historic financial district with a premier physical and economic environment, advocates for businesses and property owners and promotes the area as a world-class destination for companies, workers, residents and visitors. The Downtown Alliance manages the Downtown-Lower Manhattan Business Improvement District (BID), serving an area roughly from City Hall to the Battery, from the East River to West Street.

