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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

STATEMENT BY ELIZABETH H. BERGER, PRESIDENT OF

THE ALLIANCE FOR DOWNTOWN NEW YORK, 
IN SUPPORT OF CONGESTION PRICING
Business Improvement District Urges Traffic Congestion Mitigation Commission to Consider Full Range of Options Including Placard Parking Reform, Curb Management 
And Mass Transportation Improvements

New York, January 17, 2008 — 
Increased vehicular congestion, pollution and overcrowded public transportation infrastructure are very real economic, health, and quality of life issues that require bold thinking and political courage to remedy.  
The Alliance for Downtown New York commends Mayor Bloomberg for his ambitious PlaNYC sustainability program and his commitment to securing the City’s future, including the future of Lower Manhattan. 

This past summer, the Alliance for Downtown New York endorsed PLANYC, particularly the congestion pricing initiative. The congestion pricing initiative provides an effective way to address growing traffic concerns and finance important mass transit projects.
The establishment of a Traffic Congestion Mitigation Commission was an important first step in exploring congestion pricing options. The Alliance for Downtown New York appreciates the efforts of Governor Spitzer, Mayor Bloomberg, State Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, New York State Senate Majority Leader Joe Bruno, New York City Council Speaker Christine Quinn, Assembly and Senate minority leaders and the 17 members of the commission on this critical issue.  
In the context of reviewing the five main options presented by the Commission on January 9, the Alliance for Downtown New York urges the Commission to also consider the following options:
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Placard Parking Reform
One supplemental option mentioned in the Commission’s Interim Report of particular interest to the Downtown Alliance and the Lower Manhattan business community is the reduction of placard parking. We have long believed that placard reform is essential for reducing traffic congestion, and improving vehicular and pedestrian mobility in Lower Manhattan.
The Downtown Alliance commends Mayor Bloomberg for ordering a 20% reduction in parking placards at every City agency, creating new placard issuance and enforcement policies and creating a multi-agency working group, chaired by Deputy Mayor Ed Skyler, that will implement and coordinate these corrective measures and take additional actions including a review of existing agency parking-space allocations and on-street parking regulations.
We strongly encourage Mayor Bloomberg to make the reduction of placard parking part of a more comprehensive curb management strategy.

Additional Curb Management Strategies
Other options for effective curb management include increased enforcement of traffic regulations, dedicated parking for commuter and tour buses and MUNI meters for truck parking.  All of these measures are needed to ensure improved traffic mobility in Lower Manhattan.

Mass Transportation Improvements

The connection between congestion pricing and mass transit is an important element in the larger strategy for increasing capacity and reducing congestion in New York City.
An excellent mass transit network is the lifeblood of the Lower Manhattan economy, and when it comes to public transportation, no neighborhood in the city is more accessible than Lower Manhattan.  Lower Manhattan is home to 14 subway lines, eight local and dozens of express bus routes, multiple ferry routes and PATH train service to New Jersey. Expanding this network and maintaining it in a state of good repair is critical to ensuring Lower Manhattan’s long-term viability as a world-class central business district. 

More than 300,000 people use mass transit in Lower Manhattan every day, and the number of riders is expected to increase dramatically as more people live and work downtown. The Fulton Transit Center and PATH station currently under construction are welcome and necessary improvements, but more needs to be done to increase mobility and connectivity in Lower Manhattan.  
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Revenues from congestion pricing should provide the opportunity to finance critical mass transit needs, including a direct rail link between Lower Manhattan and JFK Airport that will provide enhanced access to the region’s labor market, and a full build-out of the Second Avenue Subway.  
These system expansions will add capacity, convenience, and new routes which will keep New York City competitive in a global market place, ensure Lower Manhattan’s long-term viability as a world-class central business district and help perpetuate its development into a state-of-the-art, 21st century live/work community that is a model for urban centers around the world.  
For nearly 400 years, Lower Manhattan has been a critical center of commerce, and its value to  the New York City and global economy remains incalculable. The fourth largest business district in the nation, Lower Manhattan is undergoing a remarkable revitalization. 

The district’s commercial real estate market is experiencing record low vacancy rates as companies discover the many benefits of locating or expanding in the district. The development of the World Trade Center site will bring tens of millions of square feet of state-of-the-art Class A office space to the district, adding tens of thousands of people to the 311,000 employees who currently work in Lower Manhattan. The district is also home to nearly 50,000 people, more than double the number in 2002, and more than 56,000 residents are projected by the end of this year. More than 5,300 residential units are currently proposed or under construction, and with tourism at record levels nearly 6,000 new hotel rooms are anticipated in 2010.  
All of these factors contribute to Lower Manhattan’s status as the nation’s financial center and one of New York City’s premier mixed-use communities, but they also contribute to its growing congestion problem.  
Lower Manhattan’s streetscape was created hundreds of years ago and its narrow streets severely restrict vehicular access and mobility. Add in the unprecedented levels of private and public construction in Lower Manhattan and fewer parking spaces than any other area in the city, and you have a very distinct congestion problem that threatens the very sustainability of this district. 

With this issue in mind, the Alliance for Downtown New York strongly urges the Commission to consider the full range of options and develop a final plan that will help achieve the goal of reducing congestion, improving mass transit and strengthening New York City’s economy.  
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The mission of the Alliance for Downtown New York is to be the principal organization that provides Lower Manhattan's historic financial district with a premier physical and economic environment, advocates for businesses and property owners and promotes the area as a world-class destination for companies, workers, residents and visitors. The Downtown Alliance manages the Downtown-Lower Manhattan Business Improvement District (BID), serving an area roughly from City Hall to the Battery, from the East River to West Street.

