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Downtown alliance AND DUGGAL VISUAL SOLUTIONS Present “MILESTONES TO RECOVERY” Photo Exhibit by DAILY NEWS Photographer Susan Watts

Photographs Celebrate Everyday Life In Lower Manhattan

Five Years After Terrorist Attacks
______________________________________________________________________

New York, NY, June 18, 2007 — 
The Alliance for Downtown New York, Duggal Visual Solutions and NYC Parks & Recreation will present “Milestones to Recovery,” an extraordinary photography exhibit by award-winning New York Daily News photojournalist Susan Watts, in Battery Park from June 28 to September 30, 2007.

Milestones to Recovery celebrates the rebirth Lower Manhattan has experienced over the past five-and-a-half years. The exhibit features 30 4-foot by 6-foot photographs that have been reproduced using a groundbreaking technology that brings photography to the public in ways never done before. Duggal Visual Solutions, New York’s premier imaging lab, designed and produced the exhibit.

"This exhibit not only shows off Susan's talents, it tells the incredible story of the re-birth of Lower Manhattan," said Deputy Mayor Edward Skyler. "Her photos show in very human terms, and in very moving ways, just how far we’ve come since 9/11, and they have been framed in such an innovative way that they grab hold of your eyes and draw you in. I congratulate Susan, Baldev Duggal, the Downtown Alliance, the Parks Department, and everyone who helped bring this project to life. It's one more sign of how Lower Manhattan has come back from 9/11, stronger than ever."
“Milestones to Recovery is a stunning and uplifting chronicle of the recovery and revitalization of Lower Manhattan,” says Valerie Lewis, vice president of marketing for the Downtown Alliance.  “The photographs are a testament to the strength of our City, our community, and the very special people who have helped Lower Manhattan become New York City’s most dynamic and thriving district.”   
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Susan Watts’ photographs celebrate the resilience of a neighborhood that has overcome staggering obstacles. With the scars of the attacks still visible on the landscape, the heroic people of Downtown New York have defiantly set about rebuilding their lives. Her exhibition highlights the fleeting private rituals of everyday life in New York.  The photographs had been previously showcased in 9/11: Milestones to Recovery, a special magazine insert published by the Daily News in September 2006.
“What better way for our city to see how far we’ve all traveled since 9/11,” says Ms. Watts.  “It’s very important for those who live in the City and beyond to see these images. It is without a doubt a very special experience, and I feel very proud of my work and the community.  I thank the Downtown Alliance, the Daily News, and Baldev Duggal for helping me realize this amazing project.” 

Baldev Duggal, the internationally-renowned photographer, graphic designer and president and founder of Duggal Visual Solutions, invented a remarkable new imaging technology – 
VibraTrans™  – that uses natural light to create transparent, almost 3-D-like images.  
“The VibraTrans™ process takes imagery to a new dimension and creates the perception that the viewer “is there,” rather than just looking at a photo,” explains Mr. Duggal.  “I am very proud to participate in an event that will prove to be a very special experience for the city, one that will allow us to share our common story.”  
The Milestones to Recovery photo exhibition will be displayed in custom-built aluminum frames mechanically attached to the winding fence spanning Battery Park’s “Lawn.”  The Lawn is adjacent to the World Trade Center Sphere Memorial, which is located inside the park near the corner of Broadway, State Street and Battery Place. 
Battery Park was selected as the site for the exhibition for its historic significance, and for the tremendous volume of vehicular and pedestrian traffic that passes through the area every day. 
More than 280,000 people work within walking distance of Battery Park and more than 36,000 people live in the surrounding area. In addition, more than four million people, including residents, office workers, school groups and tourists from around the world visit the park and its major landmark, the Castle Clinton National Monument, annually. 

 

"In the aftermath of 9/11, New Yorkers gathered in their parks as they remembered, reflected and tried to recover," said NYC Parks & Recreation Commissioner Adrian Benepe. "Susan Watts' striking photographs in Milestones to Recovery eloquently and emotionally capture the spirit of this vibrant community as it overcame and thrived. We are proud to be a part of this recovery process and to welcome residents and visitors back to The Battery as they witness the remarkable resilience that Lower Manhattanites have demonstrated."
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About the Photographer
Susan Watts has been an award-winning photojournalist in New York for more than 13 years. A staff photographer at the Daily News since 1995, she covers top local, national and international news stories. Her 9/11/01 work is archived in the permanent photography collections of both the Smithsonian Institution and the Library of Congress.
 

A native New Yorker, Ms. Watts attended New York University and graduated in 1991 with a bachelor of fine arts in film.

The mission of the Alliance for Downtown New York is to be the principal organization that provides Lower Manhattan's historic financial district with a premier physical and economic environment, advocates for businesses and property owners and promotes the area as a world-class destination for companies, workers, residents and visitors. The Downtown Alliance manages the Downtown-Lower Manhattan Business Improvement District (BID), serving an area roughly from City Hall to the Battery, from the East River to West Street.  Detailed information about the Downtown Alliance and Lower Manhattan can be found at www.downtownny.com
 NYC Parks & Recreation’s public art program has consistently fostered the creation and installation of temporary public art in parks throughout the five boroughs. Since 1967, collaborations with arts organizations and artists have produced hundreds of public art projects in New York City parks.
The Daily News is the largest and most widely read newspaper in New York City and the New York metropolitan market, the sixth largest daily newspaper and fifth largest Sunday newspaper in the country. Offering the best local coverage, the Daily News continues to lead all other New York based newspapers as the paper of choice for New York City residents. Average daily readership for the Daily News tops 2,482,000, with Sunday readership reaching 2,724,300. For more information visit www.nydailynews.com.

###

