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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Downtown Alliance Taps Starr Whitehouse, 
FXFOWLE Architects to Conduct Study on Water Street

Award Winning Local Design Team to Recommend Ways to Redefine Lower Manhattan’s Class A Commercial Corridor and Strengthen its Standing as a Premier Business Location of Choice 
______________________________________________________________________

New York, February 9, 2009 — The Alliance for Downtown New York announced it has selected Starr Whitehouse Landscape Architects and Planners PLLC and FXFOWLE Architects, to study street level conditions and implement a planning and design study of Water Street. The team will recommend specific actions to redefine the street, establishing a new paradigm for commercial, retail and visitor engagement.  
Lower Manhattan has no more important commercial corridor than Water Street. A half-mile arterial linking the Financial District to New York harbor, Water Street runs from Whitehall to Fulton Streets and is flanked by almost 20 million square feet of Class A and Class B+ office space.  One of New York’s earliest working streets, Water Street is home to many of the city’s largest companies and signature small and midsized firms, which collectively employ more than 70,000 people.

The evolution of Water Street from shipyard to skyscrapers has spanned four centuries.  In late 2008, the Downtown Alliance convened an ad hoc committee of Downtown property owners, brokers, arts presenters, small business owners, preservationists and other Downtown opinion leaders to rethink Water Street for the 21st century. 

“Water Street was once on the water’s edge, and must stay on the cutting edge of Lower Manhattan,” said Elizabeth H. Berger, president of the Downtown Alliance. “This study will provide a blueprint for the future of Water Street, offering timely, innovative and doable plans for animating one of Downtown’s most desirable business addresses. 

With signature signage and street furniture and the Downtown Connection, a free public transit program, the Downtown Alliance has already made significant investments along the Water Street corridor.  This study will identify new opportunities for property owners, business, non-profits and the public that will advance street level conditions, activate public spaces and support economic activity here.
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“We will guide the Downtown Alliance and the Committee towards creating a new vision for Water Street that will improve the pedestrian experience and promote economic activity on the Street,” said Stephen Whitehouse, partner at Starr Whitehouse. “Water Street is ready for new transformative measures that will contribute to the current renaissance of Lower Manhattan.” 

Two award-winning firms, Starr Whitehouse and FXFOWLE Architects, will lead the consulting team. Starr Whitehouse recently moved offices to Maiden Lane, part of a continuing commitment to Lower Manhattan by partners Laura Starr and Stephen Whitehouse. Their past projects downtown include the playground at IS 89, residential courtyards on Front Street in the Seaport, and a series of projects for the Battery Conservancy, including the Upper Promenade and the Battery Bosque, which won the Waterfront Center’s 2006 national award for “Excellence on the Waterfront.” Starr Whitehouse’s local expertise will help to guide the study and provide creative ideas for a new vision for Water Street.  With a focus of being more livable, green, and vibrant, Starr Whitehouse will re-imagine the urban landscape of Water Street.  

FXFOWLE will compliment Starr Whitehouse’s landscape architecture and planning skills, and will provide architectural and urban design leadership for the project.  With over 30 years of experience in architecture, interior design, planning, and urban design, FXFOWLE is committed to enriching the built environment.  The firm’s current planning projects in the New York City area include the Hudson Yards Redevelopment Plan and Guidelines, a Master Plan for Hunter’s Point South, the Hoboken Terminal and Rail Yard Redevelopment Plan, and a development plan for Coney Island North.
“FXFOWLE is recognized internationally for its sustainable approach to urban planning and its sensitivity to the social and economic vitality of cities,” said Mark Strauss, FAIA, AICP, LEED, PP, Senior Partner at FXFOWLE Architects. “We will bring a sustainable economic and design approach to this project, and we look forward to working with the Downtown Alliance and Starr Whitehouse to redefine, re-imagine, and revitalize Water Street.” 
###

The mission of the Alliance for Downtown New York is to be the principal organization that provides Lower Manhattan's historic financial district with a premier physical and economic environment, advocates for businesses and property owners and promotes the area as a world-class destination for companies, workers, residents and visitors. The Downtown Alliance manages the Downtown-Lower Manhattan Business Improvement District (BID), serving an area roughly from City Hall to the Battery, from the East River to West Street.

